options at your disposat before

- -acting to ensure that your - -

place works safelyand

i
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- investment; those.
irs are more




are blocked and the
air——and smoke from
fireplace—is drawn ba
the furnace. An improperly
designed forced-air system with
too much return air through
oversized return-air reglsters .

either case, the fireplace will
smokesteadﬂywhenthehabn
systemnson.Apmf&sswnal
heating specialist may be”’ i
reqmredtorwzetheremma:r_ E

Ifnoneofthmetednnqu&
stops the back-smoking, more .
complicated stepsmay be . .-
required that involve repairs o

kits can be purchased, or the
work can be done by a ﬁreplace
specialist, :

Onthe extenor of homes w:th

3 mulnp]e fireplaces,.constant

‘ smohngcanbecansedbythe )
close proximity’ef chimn

leading to differ

eplaces.

Smoke from ¢ one ch:mneywnbe -

drawndown, chimney

smoking.

- pipes intaithe firebox, could help -
alleviate the problem. Air-intake .

ﬁreplace belongmg
neighbor. ™
. Air leaks can émanate from”

-any number of places within thé
flue path that may not be readily
apparent to the homeowner.

Over time, parts of the flue paths
may detenorate from age or as
the result of another old-house
problem: water seepage through
cracks and holes in: upper areas of

the chimney or roof,
- Some minor repairs fo the

ﬁreplace or even'the clumney can
e done by a handy: -

reinforced por Crete, .
reinforced: tefactory cement or

tanyofa vanety of fireplace repair
specially ¢

designed for
ﬁlgh temperatute masonry
applications. .~ .5 ]

Some older homes ongmally
had more than one solid-fuel
heating appliance hooked into the
same chimney. The openings—a
through-the-wall hole from an old
wood-burning stave, for-
example—should be closed
permanently to avoid smoke
leaking into the room and to
prevent fires caused by errant
particles. Sometimes these holes
are covered with a flat
-sheet-metal plate and are hidden
bekiind old wallpaper, as the -

‘entry poits(also-called .

/

- FIREPLACE SAFETY

: estlmat&sfnrrepanstotbe
N mnatdsofachnnney‘smasonry
: orrehnmgapemthe$1000to

- chimmey rectustruction could ]

rangHependmg upon'
the condmmof the chimney, its:
height and the way the flue
branches off to different
fireplaces within the house. A

oostasnmchasssooo

Nomatte:howstmctm'aﬂy :
sound, afireplace canbe =
dangermzslfnotusedpropeﬂy |

According fo the National Fire::
Protection Association, a
majority of total residential fires’
strike between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m.
while everydne is asleep. Smoke
detectotswiﬂhelp'prevent

dangerousnnshaps, avmd using.. .
water to'dotise an uncontrofled
ﬁre(sandxshetter),smoehotash L.
and steam tend to scatter hot . |
particles overa wider area. ' !
Additionally, the cold-water . lf
douse can crack metal parts of -
the fireplace or floor. . ;
I a fire inside the. chlmney i
does occur—you may hear a loud

departmerit immediately. ¥ ‘|

!
. possible, close the damper (your 3
- fireplace might have an extericr :

handle, or you might beable'to .
hit the handle with a fire poker). !
This will reduce the upward air
draft into'the chimney and the . - |
intensity of the fire. = "5
Aftertheﬁrelsout,havethe i
chimriey and fireplace inspected

-~by a professional to determine-~:.- ?

what, if any, damage needstobe
repaired before using the :
fireplace again. ..

For'more. mformauon about
dnmney mainteriance and
repairs, contact the National

 Chimney Sweep Guild, P.O. Box'

563, Olney, Md. 20832

i (1-301-774-5600). For additional i
- information about woodstoves,
- fireplace inserts and other

wood-burning equipment, contact i
the Wood Heating Aliance, 1101
Connecticut Ave. NW, Suite 700,

- Washington, D.C. 20036 7
: (1-202—857—1181) ":

]eﬁrey&densan energy analyst in |

Alexandria, Virginia.



